
The water quality report for 2009 is 

provided to all the residents of Klicki-

tat who are supplied with drinking 

water.  This report is designed to in-

form you about water quality and ser-

vices that are delivered to you every 

day.  Our goal is to provide a safe, 

dependable water source to your com-

munity.  The Klickitat County PUD is 

continually making efforts to improve 

our treatment processes and protect 

our water resources.  Our water sys-

tem is identified by a Washington De-

partment of Health identification 

number:  428009. 

The sources of drinking water (both 

tap water and bottled water) include 

rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reser-

voirs, springs and wells.  As water 

travels over the surface of the land or 

through the ground, it dissolves natu-

rally-occurring minerals and, in some 

cases, radioactive material, and can 

pick up substances resulting from the 

presence of animals or from human 

activity. 

Klickitat water comes from groundwa-

ter.  The source of water comes from 

three wells.  Wells one and two are 

fairly high in iron and hardness con-

tent.  New well number three has high 

iron content however, it has half the 

hardness content.  Well three provides 

the majority of the water for use in 

town.  The water is treated at the 

ATEC Water Treatment Plant located 

next to the first well.  The plant proc-

ess uses manganese dioxide (known as 

‘pyrolusite’) and sodium hypochlorite 

(liquid chlorine that is essentially a 

strong bleach) to remove iron and 

manganese from the groundwater.  

After the raw water has been filtered 

through the water plant it is pumped 

to the steel reservoir on the hill above 

town.  The water is chlorinated using a 

diluted bleach solution.  This provides 

disinfection and protection of the wa-

ter as it arrives to the homes.  Water is 

gravity fed from the reservoir through 

pressure regulating valves on the water 

mains prior to the individual house 

Some people may be more vulnerable 

to contaminants in drinking water 

than the general population.  Immuno

-compromised persons, such as per-

sons with cancer undergoing chemo-

therapy, persons who have undergone 

organ transplants, people with HIV, 

AIDS or other immune system disor-

ders, some elderly, and infants can be 

particularly at risk from infections.  

These people should seek advice 

about drinking water from their health 

care providers.  EPA/CDC guidelines 

can offer appropriate means to lessen 

the risk of infection from crypto-

sporidium and other microbiological 

contaminants; this information is 

available from the Safe Drinking Wa-

ter Hotline (800) 426-4791. 

Este informe contiene informacion muy importante sorbe su agua beber.  
Traduzcalo o hable con alguien que lo entienda bien. 

2009 Water Quality Report 
For 2008 Reporting Year  

All drinking water, 

including bottled wa-

ter, may reasonably be 

expected to contain at 

least small amounts of 

some contaminants.  

The presence of con-

taminants does not 

necessarily indicate 

that the water poses a 

health risk. More in-

formation about con-

taminants and poten-

tial health effects can 

be obtained by calling 

the Environmental 

Protection Agency’s 

Safe Drinking Water 

Hotline at:   

1 (800) 426-4791. 

Klickitat 

Water Use  
Efficiency Rule 

 

Growing communities, 
agriculture, industry, 
and the importance of 
conserving water  have 
placed an increasing 
demand on our state’s  
water resources.  To 
help meet these grow-
ing needs, the Wash-
ington State Legisla-
ture passed the Mu-
nicipal Water Law. 
 
A key element of this 
new law involves the 
citizens in the commu-
nity water  system.  
Water suppliers and 
communities will need 
to comply with Water 
Use Efficiency Goal 
Setting & Reporting.  
Please watch for future 
information  regarding 
the public process for 
setting these commu-
nity water system 
goals. 
 
www.klickpud.com 

DID YOU KNOW? Where does our water 
come from? 

Water Quality Report 

Health Information 

More Information?? 

Your drinking water meets federal and 
state requirements.  If you have any 
questions or concerns, please do not 
hesitate to call the KPUD water de-
partment at (509) 773-7639 and ask 
for Tim Furlong. You are also wel-
come to call at 1-800-548-8357. 

• One  part per million (ppm) corre-
sponds to one minute in two years or a 
single penny in $10,000. 

•  One part per billion (ppb)  corre-
sponds to one minute in 2,000 years or a 
single penny in $10,000,000. 

CALL BEFORE YOU 
DIG 

1-800-424-5555 
  

Whether excavating with a shovel or a 
backhoe; if you are digging deeper 
than 12 inches you MUST first notify 
underground utility owners.  It takes 
one phone call and there is no charge 
for a utility to mark the location.  If 
you DO NOT call and you hit a utility 
line it could cost you a lot of money, 
more importantly it could cost a life. 



Action Level (AL): the concentration of a contaminant 
which, when exceeded, triggers treatment or other require-
ments which a water system must follow. 
Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG):  the level 
of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is 
no known or expected risk to health.  MCLGs allow for a 
margin of safety. 
Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL):  the highest 
level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water.  
MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the 
best available treatment technology. 
Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL):  The 
highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water. 
There is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfec-
tant is necessary for control of microbial contaminants. 
Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal 
(MRDLG): The level of a drinking water disinfectant 
below which there is no known or expected risk to health. 
MRDLGs do not reflect the benefits of the use of disin-
fectants to control microbial contaminants. 
n/a: not applicable    nd: not detectable at testing limit    
ppb: parts per billion    ppm:  parts per million    pCi/L: 
picocuries per liter (measure of radiation) 

 PUD Staff routinely monitors for contami-
nants in your drinking water according to federal and 
state laws.   This report contains information on the 
water quality monitoring for January 1st to Decem-
ber 31st 2008.  We test for over 100 different con-
taminants including monthly coliform testing.  All 
contaminants, except those listed in the above table, 
were not detected in your water system.   If you 
would like to see the results for this testing they can 
be made available for you.   
 We at the district work diligently to provide 
top quality water to every tap.  We ask that all our 
customers help us protect the water resources, which 
are the heart of your community, your way of life and 
your children’s future. 

Terms & Abbreviations used above: 

Inorganic  

Contaminants 
MCL MCLG 

Your 

 Water 

Sample 

Date 

Is Your 

water safe 

to drink? 

Typical Source of  

Contaminant 

Barium (ppm) 2 ppm 2 ppm 0.007 ppm June 2007 YES 
Discharge of drilling wastes; discharge 

from metal refineries; erosion of natural 

deposits.  

Nitrate (ppm) 10 ppm 10 ppm .14 ppm 
August 
2008 

YES 
Runoff from fertilizer use; leaching 

from septic tanks, sewage, erosion of 

natural deposits. 

Fluoride (ppm) 4 ppm 4 ppm 0.55 ppm June 2007 YES 

Erosion of natural deposits; water addi-

tive which promotes strong teeth; dis-

charge from fertilizer and aluminum 

factories.  

Lead (ppb)+ 
AL = 15 

ppb 
0 ppb 

Range:  
1.5 - 7.5 ppb 

August 
 2006 

YES 
Corrosion of household plumbing sys-

tems, erosion of natural deposits 

Volatile Organic  

Contaminants 
MCL MCLG 

Your 

 Water 

Sample 

Date 

Is Your 

water safe 

to drink? 

Typical Source of  

Contaminant 

Total  

Trihalomethanes 

(TTHM) [ppb] 

100 ppb 0 
0.50 ppb 

(Chloroform) 

August 
2006* 

YES 
By-product of drinking water chlorina-

tion. 

HAA (ppb) 60 ppb 0 
nd 

 

August 
2006* 

YES 
Byproduct of drinking water disinfec-

tion.  

Radioactive 

Contaminants 
MCL MCLG 

Your 

 Water 

Sample 

Date 

Is Your 

water safe 

to drink? 
Typical Source of Contaminant 

Combined        

Radium (pCi/l) 

AL = 5 pCi/
l 

0 pCi/l 
.30  pCi/l 

(Radium 228+226) 

April 
2008 

YES 
Erosion of natural deposits. 

 

Copper (ppm)+ 
AL = 1.3 

ppm 
1.3 ppm 

Range: 
< 0.020 - 0.131 

ppm 

August 
2006 

YES 
Corrosion of household plumbing sys-

tems; erosion of natural deposits.  

Chlorine (ppm) 
MRDL = 4 

ppm  
MRDLG  
= 4 ppm 

Residual Range 
2.20 - 0.08 ppm 

2008 YES 
Water additive used to control microbes.   

Variance based on  location within 

distribution system..  

Water Quality Data Table 

Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, 
which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic 
tanks, agricultural livestock operations and /or wildlife. 
Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, 
which can be naturally occurring or result from urban 
storm water runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater 

discharges, oil and gas production, mining and/or 
farming 

Pesticides and herbicides, may come from a variety of 
sources such as residential uses or agricultural practices.   
Radioactive contaminants, which are naturally occurring. 
Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and 
volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of industrial 
processes and petroleum production, and can also come from 
gas stations, urban storm water runoff and septic systems. 

About Our Testing  

Note:  Only those contaminants that were actually detected  are 
listed.  All others were not found in your water source. 

Contaminants that may be present in source water before we treat it include:  

 * These results are the most recent testing, done in accor-
dance with regulations.  Class A systems are only required 
to test for inorganic contaminants every three year report-
ing period. 

Please call our office if there are any questions. 
KPUD Water Dept.: (509) 773-7639 

+ Lead and copper are analyzed from both the source 
(directly from the well) and secondary source (from the 
taps of consumers).  The latter is reported as a percent-
age, with only the top ten highest percent appearing in 
this report. Both lead and copper are below the action 
levels, therefore your water is safe to drink.  


